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SUBJECT: USSR FIRST EEPUTT INTERIOR 

PAPUTIN DIES - IK AFGHANISTAN? 

1. (U) JANUARY 3 PRAVDA CARRIES OBITUARY FOR VIKTOR 
SEMEKOVICE PAPUTIN, MVI LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND FIRST 
DEPUTY MINISTER, WHO IS REPORTED TO HAVE EIEL OK DECEMBER 
2S AT THE AGE OF 54. OBITUARY IS COMPLETELY - ANT 
UNUSUALLY - SiLJL'NT UN THE CiKCUM STANCES SURROUNPING 
PAPUTIN' S DEATH. THS UfflClAL AJTGEAK PRESS PLACED PAPUTIN 
IN \ABUL UN jw;ujlMJ!£X 2, WHEN HE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE MET 
witn rax. nu* ufiPOSiil; AMIK, WE DO NOT RECALL A REFERENCE 
TU FAFUTIN IN THE SOVIET PRESS IN RECENT WEEKS . 

2. (LOU) A PLAUSIELE LINE OF SPECULATION IS THAT PAPUTIN 
DIED DUPING THE SOVIET AFGHAN TAKEOVER AND OVERTHROW OF 
AMIN. PRAVDA'S SIX-DAY DELAY IN REPORTING HIS LEATE MAY 
HAVE PEEK PART OF A CONCERTED EFFORT TO BLUR THE 
CONNECTION BETWEEN PAPUTIN AND AFGHANISTAN. PLACEMENT 
CF TEE OBITUARY ON PAGE SIX 'TEE BACK PAGE), OMISSION OF 
A PHOTOGRAPH OF PAPUTIN -A FEATURE OF ALL OBITUARIES 
OF DEPUTY AND FIRST DEPUTY MINISTERS IN OUR FILES FOR THE 
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PAST YEAR',. AS WELL AS TEE UNUSUAL LACK OF ANY SIGNATURES 
FROM FULL MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO (IN STRIKING CONTRAST 
WITH THE TREATMENT ACCORDED V VB LIEUTENANT GENERAL, BUT 
ONLY DEPUTY MINISTER NIKITIN. REFORTiD ON PAGE THREE IN 
PRAVDA FOR AUGUST ?, 1979, ALONG WITH A PHOTOGRAPH AND 
T?* SIGNATURES OF NINE FULL MEMBERS OF THE POLITBURO, 
INCLUDING BREZEVEV; ALL MAY IE PART OF THIS EFFORT. 

3. ''LOU) WE MIGET NOTE THAT WHILE PAPUTIN 'S OBITUARY 
^EN'^IONS HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRENGTHENING OF LAW AND 
ORDER IN SOVIET SOCIETY, HE HAS ALSO SERVED ON OCCASION 
AS A SPOKESMAN ON EMIGRATION MATTERS. THIS PAST AUGUST, 
FOR EXAMPLE, IN MEETINGS WITH CODED WOLFF, PAPUTIN SPOKE 
DN EMIGRATION, IMPRISONED HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST 
SECHARANSKY'S HEALTH, AN EXIT VISA FOR PROMINENT EEFUSF- 
\J'£ LERNER, A NT THE FENTECOSTALI STS nESIDINC- IN OUP 
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